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Inside, a pastor told me that the church has 1,500 
worshipers in two services.  I wondered how.  

You see, the Christians’ old church building was 
actually falling down and was deemed dangerous.  
So, the government gave them this narrow plot of land 
on which to build.  This resulted in a church that’s very 
tall, but not very wide.   
  
After meeting various friendly pastors, we entered the 
ground floor sanctuary.  I discovered that the room was 
fairly small, with 130 or so gathered there.  About 20 
more faced me from the small balcony I saw above.      
 
This was a brand new experience for me.  Looking at 
about 150 people is quite different than seeing a mass of 
4-5,000 worshipers.  
 
But I found that, after preaching to thousands, I liked 
the intimacy of this congregation.  Their excitement and 
obvious eagerness to listen was so much more obvious, 
so encouraging.  

My translator, Joseph, arranged in advance for the 
congregation to read together the ubiquitous refrain 
following the first part of the verse that their pastor read 
from Psalm 135.    

Again and again, I heard them recite in Chinese the 

same refrain: “His steadfast love endures forever!”  
“I’m sure they’ll remember this phrase,” I mused, 
filling me with comforting joy!  

As I preached, I saw that this refrain from Psalm 135 
verified every word I spoke to these believers who sat 
on the edge of their seats.  

After the service, people moved close to me and 
touched me.  What love I felt from them all! 

“Come back!  Come back soon!” they invite me with 
open faces and smiles of appreciation. 

So, where were all of the other worshipers that 
morning? 

They were gathered in small rooms all around this tall 
building – rooms connected to the sanctuary by closed 
circuit TV.       

So, if life hands you a lemon, get creative!  While a 
massive ground-floor church could be thought more 
wonderful, these believers received their “lemon” with 
joy . . . and made lemonade that curbed the thirst of 
1,500 members every Sunday!  I’m so proud of them!  
What a day we enjoyed! 

“Yes, there’s more than one church in Nanjing!”

Worshipers reciting the refrain: “His steadfast love endures forever.”
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Already we have shipped 310 books to Shanghai.  We 
plan to continue this program for as long as 
China needs our help in this very important way to 
help train China’s pastors and scholars.  So please 
keep this great need in mind!

China lost almost all of its biblical research books 
during their destructive Cultural Revolution.  Many 
of China’s 20 or 21 fine theological schools today have 
rather bare shelves.  Most needed are biblical resource 
volumes in English and Chinese that necessarily 
under-gird the whole process of good scholarship.  

If you have theological research books that you 
can donate for China, first e-mail us to make sure 
that we can use them without too many duplicates.  
Type the books’ authors names first, with the book 
name following.  E-mail your list to: kathycall@
chinaconnection.org.  

We will then give you a safer address where you can 
ship these books to us.  ( UPS has a “book rate.”)
We will send you a tax-deductible receipt listing the 
number of books you send and the amount of postage 
you donate to ship them to us.  THANKS!   

China’s Premier, Wen Jiabao, sees more participation 
by China’s people in government:  Wen stated to 
England’s Royal Society: 

“The future of China will be one that fully achieves 
democracy, the rule of law, fairness and justice.  
Conditions will be created for Chinese people to 
‘oversee and criticize’ the government in order to 
prevent corruption . . . . But Wen admitted that 
it remains a ‘long and arduous’ task to promote 
democracy, improve the legal system, and strengthen 
the oversight of power.”   China Daily

Senior CPC official calls for improving ‘spirituality’ 
in rural areas:  A senior official called for advancing 
spirituality in the country’s rural areas, according to 
the Political Bureau of the Central China Communist 
Party’s two-day meeting in Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region.  Promoting spirituality in the countryside is 
important in order to safeguard harmony and stability in 
rural society and to meet the people’s growing spiritual 
and cultural needs.  [Editor: Historically, China does not 
deal with economics and social matters at the same time.  They 
recently finished their economic deliberations; now they move 
on to politics and social policy.]  People’s Daily 

Beijing airport now ranked world’s busiest:  Beijing’s 
International Airport now numbers first, with Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield airport second busiest, followed in third and 
fourth by Chicago’s O’Hare and London’s Heathrow 
airports.  sify.com

China bans smoking in public places:  China is 
introducing a smoking ban in most public places. 
These new regulations affect public places such as 
buses, restaurants and bars. Smoking is still permitted 
in workplaces. Nearly 25% of China’s adults smoke.  
Each year, more than one million die from smoke-related 
illnesses.   BBC
 
China calls bin Laden death ‘positive event:’  China 
calls the killing of Osama bin Laden ‘a landmark event in 
the fight against global terrorism’ but expresses support 
for close ally Pakistan amid suggestions that Pakistan 
security forces may have sheltered the world’s most 
wanted man. Calling terrorism ‘the world’s common 
enemy,’ China lists itself among world’s terror victims.  
AP   

Old Chinese Proverb to Ponder:
    “Do not fear to move forward slowly; 
      fear only to stand still.”


